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EDITORIAL. 


This number of the Pedagogical Seminary is chiefly devoted 
to Child Study. The first article, although primarily a general 
study of the development of a universal human interest, is 
based largely on reports concerning children’s ideas of the soul 
and immortality. Dr. Street finds indication from his study 
that the belief in immortality is not an innate idea, but rather 
that there is in the child a predisposition upon which with 
suitable environment this belief may be grafted, and he offers 
some suggestions upon the perplexing problem of religious 
pedagogy. 

Mr. Croswell whose study of the amusements of two thou¬ 
sand children should be read in connection with the recent 
studies by Groos (Die Spiele der Thiere and die Spiele der 
Menschen), by Culin (especially Street Games of Boys in 
Brooklyn, Journal of American Folklore, July, Sept,, 1891), 
and by Gulick (Pop. Sci. Mo., Oct., 1898; and Pedagogical 
Seminary , Vol. VI, pp. 135-150), finds results that corroborate 
Dr. Gulick’s view that a predominant characteristic of the games 
of early adolescence is the co-operation of a number to secure 
a definite end and the delight in contest in contrast with the 
individualistic amusements of earlier years. He contributes 
data, also, to the problem of variation in play as conditioned by 
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sex, nationality, locality, and season, and makes important 
pedagogical suggestions. In the survey of Child Study in 
Europe, Mr. Monroe notes the important foreign, especially the 
Italian, contributions to the subject, and gives a vivid idea 
of the extent of the movement. Mr. Wilson’s Bibliography 
of 333 titles is an index of the general activity in this field 
for the year 1898. In a few cases where important books pub¬ 
lished previous to 1898 were omitted from the general Bibliog¬ 
raphy {Pedagogical Seminary , Vol. V, pp. 541-589), they are 
mentioned in the present list. 

Dr. Arnold’s “Bacteriological Study of School Utensils/* 
which with the book reviews, completes the number, calls 
attention anew to an important chapter in the modern doctrine 
of hygiene and cleanliness, and shows the danger that may 
result from the promiscuous use of pencils, penholders, crayon, 
and the like. 

There are indications that the period of hasty conclusions in 
Child Study is passing and that the stage of concrete inductive 
study of definite problems is coming. While in some localities 
the movement is still in danger from its friends, it is encour- 
aging that it commands the interest and co-operation of men 
like Clouston, Geddes, Lloyd Morgan, Shuttleworth, Sully, 
Binet, Mosso, Sergi, Groos, and Triiper. (See pp. 373 seq.) 
The work already done has opened scores of new problems 
in the physiology and psychology of development, and the 
real breadth and significance of the field is appearing. The 
co-operation of many investigators is needed in studying defi¬ 
nite points with large numbers of children, in more extended 
studies of individuals, in studies of defectives, and of the 
health of children as affected by the varying conditions of 
school life, as well as the more directly practical studies for the 
sake of the teacher. 



